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PREFACE

In the fast-paced world of medicine, financial management often
takes a backseat. "Mindful Money Management: Financial Strategies
for the Busy Physician" aims to bridge this gap, offering practical
insights and strategies tailored for middle-aged physicians in India to
navigate their finances with intentionality and mindfulness.
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In the realm of healthcare, where precision and focus are
paramount, the same principles can transform a medical
professional's financial life. This chapter introduces Dr. Priya
Chatterjee, a doctor from Kolkata, to the concept of the Mindful
Money Mindset—a framework that integrates the principles of
mindfulness into managing personal finances. It's not merely
about making more money or curtailing expenses; it's a holistic
approach that harmonises one's financial decisions with their
deepest values and life goals.

For physicians, whose schedules are fraught with critical decisions
and high stress, financial concerns can often add to the burden
rather than alleviate it. The Mindful Money Mindset aims to change
that, not by dismissing the complexities of financial planning, but
by navigating them with a clear, calm mind. The first step in this
journey is understanding that money management is not
inherently stressful or complicated—it is our approach to it that
makes it so.

How do I manage my
wealth mindfully?
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We start by defining mindfulness in the financial context.

It's the art of being present and engaged with our
financial activities, understanding the flow of money
without judgment, and making decisions that are
deliberate and intentional.

Dr. Chatterjee will learn to track her financial activities with
purpose, understanding not just the 'how’ and 'what’, but the 'why'
behind her financial habits.

The Mindful Money Mindset is
about proactive engagement
with one's finances. This means
regularly  reviewing financial
statements, setting aside time
for budgeting, and making
conscious choices about spending
and investing. It's about
recognising that every financial
decision has both immediate and
long-term consequences on one's
financial health and life
satisfaction.
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We'll cover strategies for
creating a budget that aligns
with personal values and
professional aspirations. It's
about prioritising
expenditures that bring
fulfilment and cutting out the
financial noise that distracts
from true goals.

Investing is another area
where mindfulness plays a
critical role. Instead of being
swayed by market hysteria
or the latest investment
trends, Dr. Chatterjee will
learn to evaluate investment
opportunities with a steady
hand, considering her risk
tolerance, time horizon, and
the overall impact on her
financial goals. This chapter
will teach her to see
investing not as a gamble,
but as a thoughtful extension
of her financial beliefs and a
means to secure her future.

The Mindful Money Mindset also addresses the emotional aspects
of money. Many physicians face financial stress, not because of a
lack of resources, but because of the emotional baggage that
comes with it—guilt over spending, anxiety over saving enough for
retirement, or the pressure to maintain a certain lifestyle. Through
mindfulness, Dr. Chatterjee will discover how to manage these
emotions, so they don't dictate her financial decisions.
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Importantly, the chapter underscores the need for flexibility in
financial planning. Just as medical treatments are adapted to the
changing conditions of a patient, financial plans too must be
dynamic, evolving as Dr. Chatterjee's personal and professional
circumstances change. She will learn the importance of regular
financial 'check-ups', assessing her financial plan's health, and
making necessary adjustments.

For Dr. Chatterjee, adopting the Mindful Money Mindset is the first
step towards a financially sound and stress-free life, where her
financial decisions are as thoughtful and impactful as the care she
provides her patients.



CHAPTER 2

NAVIGATING
THROUGH DEBT
WITH AWARENESS

10



A NAVIGATING THROUGH DEBT
WITH AWARENESS

Debt is often an unavoidable aspect of a physician's journey,
particularly in the form of medical college loans and personal
financial obligations. While debt can feel overwhelming,
approaching it with mindfulness and awareness can empower
physicians to effectively manage and eventually eliminate it.

Understanding Your Debt

The first step in navigating through debt is to gain a
comprehensive understanding of your financial obligations.

1



A NAVIGATING THROUGH DEBT
WITH AWARENESS

Prioritisation and Consolidation

With a clear understanding of your debt landscape, prioritise
repayment based on interest rates and terms of repayment. High-
interest debt, such as credit card balances, should be addressed
first to prevent interest from accruing rapidly. Explore
consolidation options, such as student loan refinancing or balance
transfers, to streamline payments and potentially lower interest
rates.

Creating a Repayment Strategy

Crafting a repayment strategy requires a mindful approach that
considers both short-term financial constraints and long-term
goals. Evaluate your budget and determine how much you can
comfortably allocate towards debt repayment each month while
still meeting essential expenses. Aim to pay more than the
minimum on high-interest debts to accelerate progress.

Leveraging Financial Tools

Utilise financial tools and resources to aid in debt management.
Consider enrolling in income-driven repayment plans for federal
student loans, which adjust monthly payments based on income
levels. Explore options for loan forgiveness programs, especially
for physicians practicing in underserved areas or pursuing careers
in public service.

ﬁ wwwk
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A NAVIGATING THROUGH DEBT
WITH AWARENESS

Mindful Spending Habits

In addition to focusing on debt repayment, cultivate mindful
spending habits to prevent accumulating new debt. Practice
conscious spending by differentiating between wants and needs,
prioritizing purchases that align with your values and long-term
financial goals. Implement strategies such as the envelope method
or tracking expenses through budgeting apps to stay accountable.

Seeking Support and Guidance

Navigating through debt can be challenging, but it's essential to
recognize that you're not alone. Seek support from financial
advisors, mentors, or support groups to gain insights and
perspectives on debt management strategies. Engage in open
conversations with peers and colleagues to share experiences and
learn from each other's successes and setbacks.
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Celebrating Milestones

As you make progress towards debt repayment, take time to
acknowledge and celebrate milestones along the way. Whether it's
paying off a credit card balance or reaching a significant reduction
in student loan principal, each achievement deserves recognition.
Celebrating milestones reinforces positive financial behaviors and
motivates continued progress towards financial freedom.

Conclusion

Navigating through debt with awareness requires a combination of
knowledge, discipline, and mindfulness. By understanding your
debt, prioritizing repayment, leveraging financial tools, and
cultivating mindful spending habits, you can take control of your
financial future. Remember to seek support when needed and
celebrate your progress along the journey towards debt-free living.
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A THE ART OF BUDGETING YOUR
TIME AND MONEY

As a physician in India, your profession demands not only your
medical expertise but also diligent management of your time and
finances. Balancing patient care, administrative responsibilities,
and personal commitments can be challenging, but with mindful
budgeting techniques, you can achieve financial stability while
maintaining a fulfilling lifestyle.

Understanding the Importance of Budgeting

Budgeting is the foundation of financial stability and success. It
involves allocating your income towards essential expenses,
savings, and discretionary spending in a strategic manner. For
physicians, whose income may vary due to factors like patient load
and practice setting, budgeting becomes even more critical to
ensure long-term financial security.

Tailoring Your Budget to Your Unique Needs

Begin by assessing your financial goals and priorities. Consider
factors such as family obligations, career aspirations, and
retirement plans when crafting your budget. In India, factors like
education expenses, healthcare costs, and cultural expectations
may influence your financial decisions, making it essential to tailor
your budget to your specific circumstances.
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Incorporating Time Management into Your Budget

For busy physicians, time is just as valuable as money. Integrate
time management principles into your budgeting strategy to
maximize productivity and achieve a healthy work-life balance.
Schedule dedicated time blocks for patient care, administrative
tasks, personal activities, and leisure pursuits to ensure optimal
use of your time resources.

Utilising Tools for
Budget Tracking

Take advantage of
technology to simplify the
budgeting process.
Numerous apps and
software platforms are
available that can help
you track your income,
expenses, and savings
goals effortlessly. Choose
a tool that aligns with
your preferences and
lifestyle, whether it's a
smartphone app for on-
the-go access or a
comprehensive financial
management platform for
detailed analysis.

Practicing Mindful Spending

Mindful spending involves being intentional and conscious about
how you allocate your financial resources. As a physician, it's
essential to differentiate between needs and wants, prioritising
expenditures that contribute to your overall well-being and
professional development. Avoid impulsive purchases and instead
focus on investments that align with your long-term goals.

17



A THE ART OF BUDGETING YOUR
TIME AND MONEY

Budgeting for Irregular
Expenses

Incorporate provisions for
irregular expenses into your
budgeting framework. As a
physician, you may
encounter unexpected costs
related to professional
development, medical
equipment purchases, or
emergency situations. Set
aside a portion of vyour
income each month into a
contingency fund to cover
such expenses without
derailing your financial plan.

Cultivating Financial Discipline

Achieving financial stability requires discipline and commitment.
Stay accountable to your budgeting goals by regularly reviewing
your spending habits and adjusting your budget as needed. Avoid
succumbing to lifestyle inflation, even as your income grows, and
prioritise saving and investing for the future.
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Seeking Professional Guidance

If you find budgeting overwhelming or
complex, don't hesitate to seek
professional guidance. Financial
advisors can offer personalised
recommendations tailored to your
unique circumstances and help you
navigate complex financial decisions
such as tax planning, investment
strategies, and retirement planning.

Embracing a Balanced Lifestyle

While budgeting is essential for financial success, it's equally
important to maintain a balanced lifestyle that promotes physical,
mental, and emotional well-being. Allocate time and resources
towards activities that bring you joy, nourish your relationships,
and contribute to your overall quality of life.

Conclusion

As a middle-aged physician in India, mastering the art of
budgeting your time and money is crucial for achieving financial
security and personal fulfilment. By understanding your unique
needs, practicing mindful spending, and incorporating time
management principles into your budget, you can navigate life's
complexities with confidence and achieve your long-term financial
goals. Remember, budgeting is not just about restriction; it's about
empowerment and creating a life that aligns with your values and
aspirations.
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) PROTECTING YOUR
FINANCIAL HEALTH

As a middle-aged physician in India, safeguarding your financial
well-being is crucial, considering the uncertainties inherent in both
personal and professional life. This chapter explores the essential
types of insurance coverage you should consider and offers
guidance on how to select policies mindfully.

Understanding the Importance of Insurance

Insurance serves as a safety net, providing financial protection
against unexpected events that could otherwise derail your
financial goals. For physicians, who often bear significant
responsibility and liability in their professional roles, adequate
insurance coverage is especially vital to mitigate risks and
safeguard assets.

Types of Insurance Coverage for Physicians

Malpractice Insurance

Given the nature of medical
practice, malpractice insurance is
essential to protect against
claims of negligence or
misconduct. Ensure that vyour
policy provides comprehensive
coverage tailored to your
specialty and practice setting,
taking into account the unique
risks associated with your field.
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PROTECTING YOUR
FINANCIAL HEALTH

Life Insurance

Life insurance provides financial
security for your loved ones in
the event of your untimely
demise. Consider the amount of
coverage needed to replace lost
income, cover outstanding debts,
and provide for your family's
long-term needs. Choose
between term life insurance,
which offers coverage for a
specific period, or permanent life
insurance, which provides
lifelong protection and
investment benefits.

Disability Insurance

Disability insurance replaces a
portion of your income if you
become unable to work due to
illness or injury. As a physician,
your ability to earn an income is
one of your most valuable assets,
making disability insurance
essential for protecting your
financial stability. Look for
policies that offer adequate
coverage and consider factors
such as waiting periods, benefit
periods, and definitions of
disability.
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Health Insurance

In India, where healthcare costs
can be  significant, health
insurance is indispensable for
managing medical expenses and
ensuring access to quality
healthcare. Choose a
comprehensive health insurance
plan that covers hospitalisation,
outpatient services, and critical
illnesses, taking into account
factors such as coverage limits,
network hospitals, and pre-
existing condition clauses.
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Selecting Policies Mindfully

When selecting insurance policies, it's essential to approach the
process mindfully, considering factors such as coverage adequacy,
cost-effectiveness, and insurer reputation.

Here are some tips to guide your decision-making:

Evaluate Your Needs

Assess your specific insurance needs
based on factors such as income,
assets, dependents, and professional
risks. Tailor your coverage to
address potential gaps and
vulnerabilities in your financial plan.

Compare Options

Research and compare insurance
policies from multiple providers to
find the best coverage at competitive
rates. Pay attention to policy
features, exclusions, and limitations
to ensure you understand the terms
and conditions fully.
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Seek Professional Advice

Consult with insurance agents or financial advisors who
specialize in serving physicians. They can offer personalised
recommendations based on your unique circumstances and help
you navigate complex insurance products.

Review Regularly

Periodically review your insurance coverage to ensure it remains
adequate and aligned with your evolving needs and
circumstances. Update your policies as necessary to reflect
changes in income, assets, family dynamics, and professional
responsibilities.
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A PROTECTING YOUR
FINANCIAL HEALTH

Conclusion

Protecting your financial health is essential for ensuring long-term
security and peace of mind as a middle-aged physician in India. By
securing appropriate insurance coverage tailored to your needs
and selecting policies mindfully, you can mitigate risks and
safeguard your assets against unforeseen events. Remember that
insurance is not just an expense but an investment in your
financial well-being and that of your loved ones.
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A INVESTMENT STRATEGIES FOR
THE TIME-STRAPPED PHYSICIAN

Hi have you noticed that as a physician in India, your demanding
schedule leaves little time for actively managing your investments?
However, neglecting your financial future is not an option. In this
chapter, we'll explore investment strategies tailored to your busy
lifestyle, focusing on passive and long-term approaches that
require minimal daily oversight.

The Challenge of Time Constraints

Balancing a thriving medical practice with personal and family
commitments leaves little room for actively monitoring the stock
market or researching individual investment opportunities.
Recognising this challenge is the first step towards developing a
suitable investment strategy that aligns with your busy lifestyle.

Embracing Passive Investing

Passive investing involves building a diversified portfolio designed
to track the performance of a market index, such as the S&P 500,
rather than trying to beat the market through active trading. This
approach minimises the need for constant monitoring and allows
you to benefit from long-term market growth.

Exchange-Traded Funds (ETFs)

ETFs are investment funds that trade on stock exchanges and hold
assets such as stocks, bonds, or commodities. They offer instant
diversification, low expense ratios, and the flexibility to buy and
sell throughout the trading day. Consider investing in broad-
market ETFs or sector-specific ETFs that align with vyour
investment goals and risk tolerance.
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THE TIME-STRAPPED PHYSICIAN

Index Funds

Index funds are mutual funds that aim to replicate the
performance of a specific market index. They offer broad market
exposure, low management fees, and consistent returns over time.
Look for index funds that track well-established benchmarks like
the Nifty 50 or the BSE Sensex, providing exposure to India's top-
performing companies.

Robo-Advisors

Robo-advisors are online platforms that use algorithms to provide
automated investment advice and portfolio management services.
They offer personalized investment recommendations based on
your financial goals, risk tolerance, and time horizon. Consider
leveraging robo-advisors for hassle-free investing and portfolio
rebalancing, saving you time and effort.

29
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THE TIME-STRAPPED PHYSICIAN

Long-Term Investment Principles

While the temptation to chase short-term gains may be enticing,
as a time-strapped physician, it's essential to stay focused on long-
term investment principles:

Diversification

Spread your investments across different asset
classes, sectors, and geographic regions to reduce
risk and enhance returns.

Asset Allocation

Determine the optimal mix of stocks, bonds, and
cash equivalents based on your investment goals,
time horizon, and risk tolerance.

Rebalancing

Periodically review and rebalance your portfolio to
maintain your target asset allocation and
capitalize on market opportunities.

Stay the Course

Avoid reacting impulsively to market fluctuations
or sensational headlines. Stick to your investment
plan and remain disciplined during periods of
volatility.
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Tax-Efficient Investing Strategies

In India, tax considerations play a significant role in investment

planning. Implement tax-efficient strategies to maximise your
after-tax returns:

Utilize Tax-Advantaged Accounts

Take advantage of tax-deferred investment
accounts such as Employee Provident Fund (EPF),
Public Provident Fund (PPF), and National Pension
System (NPS) to reduce your tax liability and
boost your retirement savings.

Capital Gains Tax Planning

Consider holding onto your investments for the
long term to qualify for lower capital gains tax
rates. Additionally, explore tax-saving investment
options like Equity-Linked Savings Schemes
(ELSS) to optimize your tax efficiency.
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Dividend Reinvestment Plans (DRIPs)

Opt for DRIPs offered by mutual funds or stocks to
reinvest dividends automatically and compound
your returns over time. This strategy can enhance
your long-term wealth accumulation while
minimising tax implications.

Conclusion

So, as a physician in India, you can achieve financial success and
security through passive and long-term investment strategies that
require minimal daily oversight. By embracing passive investing,
leveraging technology, and adhering to sound investment
principles, you can build wealth steadily while focusing on your
primary vocation of healing and caring for others. Remember,
investing is a journey, not a race, and staying committed to your
long-term goals is key to financial prosperity.
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| RETIREMENT PLANNING: A
MINDFUL APPROACH

Presently, as a physician in India, retirement may seem like a
distant prospect amidst the demands of your medical career.
However, planning for your retirement is essential to ensure
financial security and maintain your desired lifestyle in your later
years. In this chapter, we'll explore the key components of
retirement planning and offer guidance on how to approach it
mindfully.

Understanding Retirement Planning

Retirement planning involves setting financial goals and creating a
strategy to achieve them, ensuring that you have sufficient income
to support your lifestyle after you retire. It encompasses various
aspects, including saving, investing, tax planning, and risk
management, all of which require careful consideration and
proactive action.

Assessing Your Retirement o
Needs

The first step in retirement planning
is to assess your retirement needs
based on vyour desired lifestyle,
expenses, and life expectancy.
Consider factors such as healthcare
costs, housing expenses, travel
aspirations, and any other lifestyle
preferences you wish to maintain
during retirement. Use online
retirement calculators or consult
with a financial advisor to estimate
your retirement income needs
accurately.

34



A RETIREMENT PLANNING: A
MINDFUL APPROACH

Calculating Your Retirement Corpus

Once you have determined your retirement income needs,
calculate the corpus required to generate that income throughout
your retirement years. Factor in inflation, investment returns, and
any existing retirement savings or pensions. Aim to build a
retirement corpus that provides a comfortable standard of living
while accounting for unforeseen expenses and longevity risk.

Choosing Retirement Accounts

In India, several retirement savings vehicles offer tax advantages
and long-term growth potential:

Employee Provident Fund (EPF)

EPF is a mandatory retirement savings
scheme for  salaried employees,
including physicians working in
hospitals or institutions. Contributions
to EPF accumulate tax-free, and
withdrawals are tax-exempt if certain
conditions are met.
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Public Provident Fund (PPF)

PPF is a government-backed savings
scheme that offers tax benefits and
guaranteed returns. Contributions to
PPF are eligible for tax deductions under
Section 80C of the Income Tax Act, and
interest earned is tax-free.

National Pension System (NPS)

NPS is a voluntary pension scheme that
allows individuals to contribute towards
their retirement savings. Contributions
to NPS qualify for tax deductions under
Section 80CCD(1), and investors can
choose from various investment options
to build their retirement portfolio.
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Voluntary Provident Fund (VPF)

VPF allows individuals to make
additional contributions to their EPF
account voluntarily. VPF contributions
enjoy the same tax benefits as regular
EPF contributions, making it an
attractive option for boosting retirement
savings.
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Implementing Tax-Efficient Saving Strategies

Incorporate tax-efficient strategies into your retirement planning
to minimize your tax liability and maximize your after-tax returns:

Utilize Tax-Deferred Accounts

Contribute the maximum allowable amount to tax-deferred
retirement accounts such as EPF, PPF, and NPS to reduce your
current taxable income and defer taxes on investment gains until
retirement.
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Explore Equity-Linked Savings
Schemes (ELSS)

ELSS funds offer tax benefits under Section 80C and have the
potential to generate higher returns over the long term by
investing in equity markets. Consider allocating a portion of your
retirement portfolio to ELSS funds for tax-efficient growth.

Optimize Withdrawal Strategies:

Plan your retirement withdrawals strategically to minimise taxes
and maximise retirement income. Consider factors such as tax
brackets, investment returns, and potential changes in tax laws
when determining the most tax-efficient withdrawal strategy.
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Managing Investment Risk

As you approach retirement, gradually shift your investment
portfolio towards more conservative assets to reduce volatility and
preserve capital:

Asset Allocation

Review and adjust your asset allocation
periodically to maintain a balanced portfolio that
aligns with your risk tolerance and retirement
timeline. Consider diversifying across asset
classes such as equities, bonds, and fixed-income
securities to manage risk effectively.

Downside Protection

Allocate a portion of your retirement portfolio to
defensive assets such as bonds or cash
equivalents to provide downside protection during
market downturns. These assets can help mitigate
losses and ensure a steady income stream during
retirement.

Regular Rebalancing

Rebalance your investment portfolio regularly to
realign with your target asset allocation and risk
profile. Selling outperforming assets and buying
underperforming assets can help maintain
portfolio balance and minimise downside risk.
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Planning for Healthcare Expenses

Healthcare costs can be a significant expense during retirement,
especially as you age and require more medical care. Incorporate
provisions for healthcare expenses into your retirement plan:

Health Insurance

Maintain comprehensive health insurance
coverage to protect against unexpected medical
expenses and ensure access to quality healthcare
services. Consider purchasing a senior citizen
health insurance policy that provides extensive
coverage for age-related ailments and
hospitalization.

Health Savings Account (HSA)

If available, contribute to a health savings account
(HSA) to save for future healthcare expenses tax-
free. HSAs offer triple tax benefits: contributions
are tax-deductible, investment gains are tax-
deferred, and withdrawals are tax-free for
qualified medical expenses.

Long-Term Care Insurance

Consider purchasing long-term care insurance to
cover the costs of assisted living facilities or in-
home care in case of chronic illness or disability
during retirement. Long-term care insurance
provides financial protection and peace of mind,
ensuring that you can afford necessary care
without depleting your retirement savings.
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Planning for Longevity

With increasing life expectancy, plan for the possibility of living
longer than expected and ensure that your retirement savings last
throughout your retirement years:

Annuities

Consider purchasing an annuity to provide
guaranteed income for life, protecting against the
risk of outliving your savings. Annuities offer
financial security and peace of mind by providing
a steady stream of income regardless of market
conditions.

Delaying Social Security Benefits

If eligible, consider delaying Social Security
benefits until age 70 to maximise your monthly
benefit amount. Delaying benefits allows you to
accrue higher monthly payments, providing
greater financial security during retirement.

Legacy Planning

Plan for the distribution of your assets and estate
after your death to ensure that your loved ones
are provided for and your wishes are carried out.
Consult with an estate planning attorney to create
a will, establish trusts, and designate beneficiaries
for your retirement accounts and other assets.
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Monitoring and Adjusting Your Retirement Plan

Retirement planning is an ongoing process that requires regular
monitoring and adjustments to ensure that your financial goals are
on track:

Annual Review

Review your retirement plan annually to assess
your progress towards your goals and make any
necessary adjustments to your savings,
investment strategy, or retirement timeline.

Life Events

Consider life events such as marriage, divorce,
childbirth, or career changes that may impact
your retirement plan and adjust accordingly to
accommodate changes in your financial situation
or priorities.

Market Conditions

Stay informed about economic trends, market
conditions, and changes in tax laws that may
affect your retirement plan. Be prepared to adapt
your investment  strategy or retirement
withdrawals in response to changing market
conditions.
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Conclusion

Retirement planning is a vital aspect of financial well-being for
middle-aged physicians in India. By approaching retirement
planning mindfully and proactively, you can ensure a comfortable
and financially secure retirement while focusing on your medical
practice and personal priorities. Remember to assess vyour
retirement needs, choose suitable retirement accounts, implement
tax-efficient strategies, manage investment risk, plan for
healthcare expenses and longevity, and regularly monitor and
adjust your retirement plan as needed. With careful planning and
prudent decision-making, you can enjoy a fulfilling and worry-free
retirement that rewards you for your years of hard work and
dedication to healing others.
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A TAX PLANNING FOR
PHYSICIANS IN INDIA

Tax planning is a critical aspect of financial management for
middle-aged physicians in India. By optimising your tax strategy,
you can minimise your tax liability, maximise your savings, and
achieve your long-term financial goals more effectively. In this
chapter, we'll explore the complexities of tax planning for
physicians in India and offer practical strategies to help you
navigate the tax landscape with confidence.

Understanding the Tax Landscape

India's tax system is multifaceted, with various taxes applicable to
individuals, including income tax, capital gains tax, and goods and
services tax (GST). As a physician, your income may come from
various sources, such as clinical practice, consultations, teaching,
and investments, each subject to different tax implications.
Understanding the nuances of tax laws and regulations is essential
for optimizing your tax strategy.

I

Direct Indirect

Tax Tax %

Old Tax New Tax
Regime Regime
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Key Components of Tax Planning

Tax planning involves proactive strategies to legally minimise your
tax liability while maximising your after-tax income. It
encompasses several key components:

Income tax Tax-Efficient
planning Investments
Capital Gains Retirement
Tax Planning Planning

Income Tax Planning

Focus on minimising your taxable income
through deductions, exemptions, and tax-
saving investments. Explore opportunities
to optimise your income structure, such as
salary packaging, consultancy fees, or
partnership distributions, to reduce your
overall tax burden.
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Capital Gains Tax Planning

Strategically manage your
investment portfolio to minimise
capital gains tax on investment
returns. Consider holding
investments for the long term to
qualify for lower capital gains tax
rates or explore tax-saving
investment options such as
Equity-Linked Savings Schemes
(ELSS) or tax-free bonds.

Tax-Efficient Investments

Invest in tax-efficient instruments
such as Public Provident Fund
(PPF), National Pension System
(NPS), or Equity Mutual Funds
(ELSS) to Dbenefit from tax
deductions under various sections
of the Income Tax Act. Choose
investment options that offer
attractive returns while minimising
tax implications.
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Retirement Planning

Leverage tax-deferred retirement
accounts such as Employee Provident
Fund (EPF), Public Provident Fund
(PPF), or National Pension System
(NPS) to accumulate wealth tax-free
and enjoy tax benefits on contributions
and withdrawals during retirement.

Maximizing Deductions and Exemptions

Take advantage of available deductions and exemptions under the
Income Tax Act to reduce your taxable income:

Section 80C Deductions

Claim deductions of up to Rs. 1.5 lakh under
Section 80C for investments in instruments such
as EPF, PPF, life insurance premiums, ELSS, and
tuition fees for children's education.
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Section 80D Deductions

Deduct premiums paid for health insurance
policies for yourself, spouse, children, and parents
under Section 80D, up to Rs. 25,000 (Rs. 50,000
for senior citizens) for self and family and an
additional Rs. 25,000 (Rs. 50,000 for senior
citizens) for parents.

Section 80CCD Deductions

Contribute to the National Pension System (NPS)
and claim deductions under Section 80CCD, up to
10% of your salary (or 20% of gross income for
self-employed individuals), subject to a maximum
of Rs. 1.5 lakh.

Section 80E Deductions

Deduct interest paid on education loans for higher
studies under Section 80E without any upper limit.
This deduction is available for a maximum of 8
years from the start of loan repayment.

Section 80G Deductions

Donate to eligible charitable organisations and
claim deductions under Section 80G. Ensure that
the charitable institution is registered under
Section 12A or 80G of the Income Tax Act to
qualify for deductions.

50



| TAX PLANNING FOR
PHYSICIANS IN INDIA

Tax Planning for Business Income

If you operate a medical practice as a proprietorship, partnership,
or limited liability partnership (LLP), consider the following tax
planning strategies:

Optimal Income Structuring

Structure your income distribution among
partners or shareholders to minimise tax liability,
taking into account individual tax brackets and
thresholds.

Expense Management

Deduct eligible business expenses such as rent,
utilities, salaries, professional fees, and medical
supplies to reduce taxable business income.

Depreciation and Amortisation

Claim depreciation and amortisation allowances on
business assets and intangible assets to offset
taxable income and reduce tax liability.

Tax Compliance

Ensure timely filing of tax returns, adherence to
tax compliance requirements, and accurate
maintenance of financial records to avoid penalties
and scrutiny by tax authorities.
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Mitigating Risks and Liabilities

As a physician, you may face specific risks and liabilities related to
professional practice, which can have tax implications. Consider
the following strategies to mitigate risks and protect your financial
interests:

Professional Indemnity Insurance

Maintain adequate professional indemnity
insurance coverage to protect against claims of
medical negligence or malpractice. Deduct
premiums paid for professional indemnity
insurance as a business expense to reduce taxable
income.

Asset Protection

Structure your assets and investments in a tax-
efficient manner to protect against legal claims or
creditor actions. Consider establishing trusts,
limited liability entities, or asset protection
vehicles to safeguard your wealth from potential
risks.

Tax Audit Preparedness

Maintain accurate financial records,
documentation, and evidence of transactions to
support tax deductions, exemptions, and claims in
case of tax audits or assessments by tax
authorities.
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Seeking Professional Advice

Given the complexity of India's tax laws and regulations, consider
consulting with a qualified tax advisor or chartered accountant who
specializes in tax planning for physicians. A tax professional can
provide personalized recommendations, help you navigate tax
complexities, and ensure compliance with applicable laws and
regulations.

Conclusion

Tax planning is a crucial aspect of financial management for
middle-aged physicians in India, helping you minimise tax liability,
maximize savings, and achieve your long-term financial goals. By
understanding the tax landscape, optimising deductions and
exemptions, implementing tax-efficient investments, and
mitigating risks and liabilities, you can navigate the complexities of
tax planning with confidence and achieve financial success.
Remember to seek professional advice, stay informed about tax
laws and regulations, and regularly review and update your tax
strategy to adapt to changing circumstances and goals. With
proactive tax planning, you can optimise your tax position,
preserve wealth, and build a secure financial future for yourself
and your loved ones.
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Real estate and alternative investments offer middle-aged
physicians in India opportunities to diversify their portfolios and
potentially generate additional income streams. In this chapter,
we'll explore the basics of investing in real estate and alternative
assets, emphasising a mindful approach to risk and rewards, and
how to fit these into a diversified portfolio.

Understanding Real Estate Investments

Real estate investment involves purchasing, owning, and
managing properties with the expectation of generating rental
income, capital appreciation, or both. In India, real estate offers
various investment avenues, including residential, commercial,
industrial, and agricultural properties, each with its unique risks
and rewards.




A | REAL ESTATE AND ALTERNATIVE
INVESTMENTS FOR PHYSICIANS

IN INDIA

Benefits of Real Estate Investments

Income Generation ’

/)
Rental income from real estate
properties can provide a steady %

stream of passive income, «
supplementing your primary )EP\?\
income from medical practice.

the potential for long-term

Capital Appreciation +

Real estate values tend to +

appreciate over time, offering

capital gains and wealth
accumulation

Portfolio Diversification

Real estate investments have
low correlation with traditional
asset classes like stocks and
bonds, making them an
effective diversification tool to
reduce overall portfolio risk.

Tax Benefits

Real estate investors in India Tﬂxe
can avail tax benefits such as —_—

deductions on mortgage
interest, property taxes, and
depreciation, reducing their
taxable income and maximising
after-tax returns.
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Types of Real Estate Investments

Residential Properties

Residential properties, such as
apartments, villas, and plots, are
popular investment options for
generating rental income and capital
appreciation. Consider factors like
location, rental demand, and
infrastructure development when
investing in residential real estate.

Commercial Properties

Commercial properties, including
office spaces, retail outlets, and
warehouses, offer higher rental
yields but may involve higher
vacancy risks and maintenance
costs. Evaluate tenant quality, lease
terms, and market dynamics before
investing in commercial real estate.
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Real Estate Investment
Trusts (REITs)

REITs are publicly traded companies
that own, operate, or finance
income-producing real estate.
Investing in REITs allows you to gain
exposure to diversified real estate
assets without directly owning
properties, providing liquidity and
professional management.
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Alternative Investments

In addition to real estate, alternative investments encompass a
wide range of non-traditional assets that offer potential returns
and diversification benefits:

Private Equity

Private equity investments involve investing in
privately held companies or funds that acquire
and manage private businesses. Private equity
offers the potential for high returns but involves
illiquidity and higher risk compared to public
markets.

Venture Capital

Venture capital investments entail funding early-
stage startups with high growth potential in
exchange for equity ownership. While venture
capital offers the possibility of significant returns,
it also carries substantial risk due to the
uncertainty of startup success.

Hedge Funds

Hedge funds are pooled investment funds that
employ various investment strategies, including
long-short equity, arbitrage, and derivatives
trading, to generate absolute returns. Hedge
funds provide diversification and downside
protection but typically require high minimum
investments and charge performance fees.
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Commodities

Commodities such as gold, silver, oil, and
agricultural products offer inflation protection and
diversification benefits in an investment portfolio.
Consider investing in commodity futures,
exchange-traded funds (ETFs), or physical
commodities to gain exposure to commodity
markets.

Mindful Investing in Real Estate and Alternatives

In addition to real estate, alternative investments encompass a
wide range of non-traditional assets that offer potential returns
and diversification benefits:

1. Risk Assessment

Evaluate the risks associated with real
estate and alternative investments,
including market risk, liquidity risk,
credit risk, and operational risk.
Conduct thorough due diligence and
seek professional advice to mitigate
risks and make informed investment
decisions.
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2. Diversification

Diversify your investment portfolio across different asset classes,
geographies, and investment strategies to reduce concentration
risk and enhance overall portfolio resilience.

3. Long-Term Perspective

Adopt a long-term investment
horizon when investing in real
estate and alternatives, as these
asset classes may exhibit
volatility and require time to
realize their full potential.
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4. Leverage Wisely

Use leverage prudently when
investing in real estate, taking
into account factors such as
loan-to-value ratio, interest
rates, and debt service
coverage. Avoid over
leveraging, which can increase
financial risk and liquidity
constraints.

Conclusion

Real estate and alternative investments offer middle-aged
physicians in India opportunities to diversify their portfolios,
generate additional income streams, and hedge against market
volatility. By understanding the basics of real estate and
alternative investments, conducting thorough due diligence, and
adopting a mindful approach to risk and rewards, physicians can
integrate these asset classes into a diversified investment portfolio
that aligns with their financial goals and risk tolerance. Remember
to seek professional advice, stay informed about market trends,
and periodically review and adjust your investment strategy to
adapt to changing market conditions and personal circumstances.
With careful planning and prudent decision-making, real estate and
alternative investments can play a valuable role in achieving long-
term financial success and security.
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Philanthropy, the act of giving back to society, holds significant
importance for middle-aged physicians in India. Beyond financial
prosperity, philanthropy allows physicians to contribute
meaningfully to causes they care about, create a positive impact in
their communities, and leave a lasting legacy. In this chapter, we'll
explore the role of philanthropy as a form of financial mindfulness,
offering guidance on selecting causes, understanding the benefits
of giving, and incorporating philanthropy into an estate plan.

Understanding the Power of Philanthropy

Philanthropy transcends mere financial transactions; it embodies a
spirit of generosity, compassion, and social responsibility. For
physicians who have dedicated their lives to healing and caring for
others, philanthropy provides a meaningful avenue to extend their
impact beyond the confines of their medical practice. By giving
back to society, physicians can address pressing social issues,
support marginalised communities, and promote positive change in
the world.

Identifying Causes and
Priorities

When embarking on a
philanthropic journey, physicians
should first identify causes and
issues that resonate with their
values, interests, and personal
experiences.

64



A | PHILANTHROPY AS FINANCIAL
MINDFULNESS FOR PHYSICIANS

IN INDIA

Consider the following factors when selecting philanthropic causes:

Passions and Interests

Reflect on your passions, hobbies, and areas of
expertise to identify causes that align with your
personal interests. Whether it's healthcare,
education, environment, or social justice, choose
causes that inspire and motivate you to make a
difference.

Community Needs

Assess the pressing social issues and needs within
your community or region. Consider supporting
local charities, NGOs, or grassroots organisations
that address specific challenges faced by
marginalized or underserved populations.

Global Impact

Explore opportunities to contribute to global
initiatives and organisations that tackle global
challenges such as poverty, hunger, disease, and
climate change. Leverage your skills, resources,
and networks to support international
development efforts and promote sustainable
solutions.
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@,
Benefits of Giving Back

Engaging in philanthropy offers numerous benefits beyond the

intrinsic satisfaction of making a positive impact:

D

Sense of Fulfillment

Philanthropy brings a sense
of fulfilment and purpose,
allowing physicians to
contribute to causes they
believe in and see tangible
results of their efforts.

Professional Development

Engaging in philanthropy
can enhance leadership
skills, expand professional
networks, and provide
opportunities for personal
and professional growth.

"%
@

Social Connection

Philanthropy fosters social
connection and community
engagement, enabling
physicians to collaborate
with like-minded individuals
and organisations towards
common goals.

-~ -

Tax Benefits

Use leverage prudently when
investing in real estate,
taking into account factors
such as loan-to-value ratio,
interest rates, and debt
service coverage. Avoid over-
leveraging, which can
increase financial risk and
liquidity constraints.
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Incorporating Philanthropy into Financial Planning

Integrating philanthropy into your financial plan allows you to
allocate resources strategically, maximise impact, and align giving
with your overall financial goals:

Set Philanthropic Goals

Establish clear philanthropic goals and objectives
that complement your financial objectives and
lifestyle priorities. Determine the amount of
resources you're willing to allocate towards
charitable giving and develop a plan to achieve
your philanthropic goals over time.

Create a Giving Strategy

Develop a giving strategy that outlines the causes,
organisations, and initiatives you intend to
support. Consider factors such as impact
potential, effectiveness, and accountability when
selecting philanthropic partners and projects.

Budget for Giving

Allocate a portion of your income or assets
towards charitable giving as part of your overall
budgeting and financial planning process. Set
aside a specific amount each month or year for
philanthropy and treat it as a non-negotiable
expense.
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Explore Different Giving Vehicles

Consider different giving vehicles and
philanthropic instruments to optimise your impact
and tax efficiency.

Cash Donations

Make one-time or recurring cash donations to charitable
organizations or causes that align with your values and
interests.

Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs)

Establish a donor-advised fund to centralize and streamline
your charitable giving. DAFs allow you to contribute assets,
receive immediate tax deductions, and recommend grants to

eligible charities over time.

Charitable Trusts

Set up a charitable trust to support specific causes or
initiatives while retaining control over the management and
distribution of assets. Charitable trusts offer flexibility, tax

benefits, and opportunities for legacy planning.

Endowment Funds

Establish an endowment fund to provide long-term support
for a charitable organisation or cause. Endowment funds
generate income through investments, allowing you to
sustainably fund charitable activities in perpetuity.

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

If you own or operate a medical practice or healthcare
institution, consider implementing corporate social
responsibility initiatives to give back to the community and
support social causes.
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Evaluate Impact and Effectiveness

Monitor and evaluate the impact of vyour
philanthropic efforts to ensure that vyour
contributions are making a meaningful difference.
Track outcomes, measure success metrics, and
stay engaged with the organisations and
initiatives you support.

Legacy Planning through Philanthropy

Philanthropy offers physicians an opportunity to create a lasting
legacy that reflects their values, principles, and contributions to
society. Incorporate philanthropy into your estate planning to
ensure that your charitable giving continues beyond your lifetime:

Include Charitable Bequests

Designate charitable beneficiaries in your will or
trust to receive a portion of your estate upon your
death. Bequests can be made as specific dollar
amounts, a percentage of your estate, or residual
assets.

Establish Charitable Trusts

Create a charitable trust, such as a charitable
remainder trust (CRT) or charitable lead trust
(CLT), to support charitable causes while
providing for your loved ones. Charitable trusts
offer tax Dbenefits, asset protection, and
opportunities for legacy planning.
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Name Charitable Beneficiaries

Designate charitable organisations or foundations
as beneficiaries of retirement accounts, life
insurance policies, or other financial assets.
Ensure that your beneficiary designations are up
to date and aligned with your philanthropic
priorities.

Engage Family Members

Involve family members in your philanthropic
endeavours and instill a culture of giving within
your family. Educate children about the
importance of philanthropy, involve them in
charitable activities, and encourage them to carry
on your legacy of giving.

Conclusion

Philanthropy serves as a powerful tool for middle-aged physicians
in India to express their values, make a positive impact, and leave
a lasting legacy. By identifying causes, understanding the benefits
of giving, and incorporating philanthropy into financial planning
and estate planning, physicians can maximise their impact,
support meaningful initiatives, and contribute to the greater good
of society. Embrace philanthropy as a form of financial
mindfulness, aligning your joy of giving with your values, priorities,
and aspirations for a better world. Through philanthropy,
physicians can transcend their professional roles and make a
lasting difference that extends far beyond their medical practice.
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For middle-aged physicians in India, creating a legacy goes beyond
professional achievements; it encompasses leaving a lasting
impact on future generations and society as a whole. In this
chapter, we'll explore how physicians can intentionally craft their
legacy through estate planning, charitable giving, and imparting
wisdom to future generations.

Estate Planning for Physicians

Estate planning is the cornerstone of creating a legacy that reflects
your values, preserves your assets, and ensures your wishes are
carried out after your passing. Consider the following components
of estate planning:

Wills and Trusts

Draft a comprehensive will or
establish trusts to specify how your
assets will be distributed among
heirs, charitable organisations, and
other beneficiaries. Ensure that your
will is legally valid and regularly
updated to reflect changes in your
circumstances and wishes.
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Healthcare Directives

Prepare advance directives, such as
a living will or healthcare power of
attorney, to outline your medical
preferences and appoint a trusted
individual to make healthcare
decisions on vyour behalf if you
become incapacitated.

Beneficiary Designations

Review and update beneficiary
designations on retirement
accounts, life insurance policies, and
other financial assets to ensure they
align with your estate planning goals
and intentions.
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Asset Protection

Implement strategies to protect your
assets from potential creditors,
lawsuits, or other liabilities. Consider
asset protection vehicles such as
trusts, limited liability entities, or
insurance policies to safeguard your
wealth for future generations.

Creditors
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Charitable Giving and Philanthropy

Integrate charitable giving into your estate planning to leave a
philanthropic legacy that supports causes you care about and
creates positive change in the world:

Charitable Bequests

Include charitable organisations or foundations as
beneficiaries in your will or trust to receive a
portion of your estate upon your death. Specify
how you want your charitable gifts to be used and
ensure that vyour intentions are clearly
communicated.

Endowment Funds

Establish an endowment fund to provide ongoing
support for charitable causes or initiatives that
align with your values and priorities. Endowment
funds generate income through investments,
allowing you to sustainably fund philanthropic
activities in perpetuity.

Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs)

Create a donor-advised fund to centralise and
streamline your charitable giving while enjoying
immediate tax benefits. DAFs allow you to make
contributions, receive tax deductions, and
recommend grants to eligible charities over time.
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Family Philanthropy

Involve family members in your philanthropic
endeavours and instill a culture of giving within
your family. Educate children about the
importance of philanthropy, involve them in
charitable activities, and encourage them to
continue your legacy of giving.

Imparting Wisdom and Values

Beyond financial assets, your legacy as a middle-aged physician in
India also includes the wisdom, values, and principles you impart
to future generations:

Mentorship and Education

Share your knowledge and expertise with aspiring
medical professionals by mentoring students,
residents, or junior colleagues. Invest in medical
education and training programs to empower the
next generation of healthcare providers.

Ethical Leadership

Lead by example and uphold high ethical
standards in your professional and personal life.
Demonstrate integrity, compassion, and empathy
in your interactions with patients, colleagues, and
the community.
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Community Engagement

Actively engage with your community and
contribute to initiatives that promote health,
education, and social welfare. Volunteer your
time, skills, and resources to support local
charities, nonprofits, and grassroots
organizations.

Cultural and Family Traditions

Preserve and pass down cultural traditions, family
values, and cherished memories to future
generations. Create opportunities for family
bonding, storytelling, and shared experiences that
strengthen familial ties and reinforce your legacy.

Conclusion

Creating a legacy with intention allows middle-aged physicians in
India to leave a lasting impact on the world and future
generations. Through estate planning, charitable giving, and
imparting wisdom to future generations, physicians can shape their
legacy in alignment with their values, aspirations, and ideals. By
crafting a legacy that transcends financial assets and encompasses
wisdom, values, and contributions to society, physicians can leave
a meaningful and enduring imprint that resonates for generations
to come. Embrace the opportunity to create a legacy that reflects
your essence, embodies your values, and inspires others to follow
in your footsteps.
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In conclusion, "Mindful Money Management: Financial Strategies
for the Busy Physician" serves as a comprehensive guide tailored
specifically for middle-aged physicians in India, navigating the
complexities of personal finance, investment, and legacy planning.

By adopting a mindful approach to money management,
physicians can cultivate financial well-being, achieve their long-
term goals, and leave a meaningful legacy for future generations.
Through the exploration of mindful budgeting, debt management,
investment strategies, retirement planning, tax optimisation, real
estate, philanthropy, and legacy creation, this ebook empowers
physicians to make informed decisions that align with their values,
priorities, and aspirations.

By integrating mindfulness into financial practices, physicians can
enhance their financial literacy, resilience, and overall well-being,
enabling them to navigate the unique challenges and opportunities
of their profession with confidence and clarity.

As physicians continue to dedicate themselves to healing and
caring for others, "Mindful Money Management" serves as a beacon
of guidance, offering practical tools, insights, and strategies to
support their journey towards financial freedom, fulfilment, and
lasting impact.

Interested in learning more?

"Prescription for Prosperity: Financial Management for
Healthcare Practitioners" is a hybrid course crafted to empower
medical professionals with the financial acumen necessary for
wealth accumulation and estate preservation. Blending interactive
online modules with live expert-led sessions, this program offers
the flexibility to learn at your own pace while providing in-person
sessions. It's tailored to address the unique financial challenges
and opportunities faced by healthcare practitioners, ensuring they
gain practical, actionable knowledge to make informed financial
decisions and secure a prosperous future.
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Prescription for
Prosperity:
Financial Management
for Healthcare

Practitioners

The course aims to empower medical practitioners with the
knowledge to effectively manage their finances, optimise wealth
accumulation, minimise taxes, and plan for a secure financial
future, all through a flexible hybrid learning model that
accommodates their busy schedules.
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Learning Objectives:

Equip healthcare professionals
with a robust understanding of
personal and practice-related
financial management.

Enable participants to develop
and execute effective investment
strategies tailored to their unique
professional circumstances.

Provide in-depth knowledge of
tax planning specific to the
healthcare industry to maximise
wealth preservation.

Offer strategic insights into
estate planning to secure a
lasting financial legacy.

Cultivate a mindset geared
toward mindful financial decision-
making and long-term wealth
accumulation.
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Modules - At a Glance

Module 1: Foundations of Financial Success

Module 2: The Magic of Compounding

Module 3: Macroeconomics and Market Dynamics

Module 4: Asset Classes

Module 5: Asset Allocation Strategies

Module 6: Precious Metals and Real Estate Investments

Module 7: Insurance for Wealth Protection

Module 8: Mutual Funds Demystified

Module 9: Crafting Your Mutual Fund Portfolio

Module 10: Estate Planning for Medical Professionals

Module 11: Tax Planning for Medical Professionals

Module 12: Crafting Your Comprehensive Portfolio
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Methodology

The methodology of the "Prescription for Prosperity: Financial
Management for Healthcare Practitioners" program would include:

204

Hybrid Learning Approach

Combining self-paced online learning modules with
scheduled live interactive sessions to accommodate the
demanding schedules of healthcare professionals.

==
=]

Case Studies and Simulations

Utilising real-life scenarios and simulations to illustrate
complex financial concepts and enable practical application.

w

Expert Access and Support

Providing access to financial advisors and guest speakers
for one-on-one consultations and support.
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Schedule

Typically, such a comprehensive course
might span anywhere from 8 to 12 weeks.
This allows for a deep dive into each
module, with ample time for self-study,
live sessions, and application of concepts
through practical exercises. The hybrid
format ensures flexibility, enabling
participants to engage with the material
at their own pace while benefiting from
live expert interaction and feedback.

Fees

Actual Fees: Rs26-060/
Reduced Fees : Rs 7,000/ -

REGISTER
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Taxpaver Income Tax Rate | Tax Rate
pay (old (new Surcharge | Cess Special Notes
Type bracket . .
regime) | regime)
Rebate under Sec 87A
ol e 4% available in Old Regime
Ineheel) e Nil Nil As applicable | Health & for income up to Rs.5
HUF Rs.2.5 lakh Edu Lakh
Rs. 2.5
% Y% - - -
- 5lakh > >
Rs. 5
20% 10% - - -
- 7.5 lakh 0 0
Rs. 7.5
- 15% - - -
-10 lakh >
Rs. 10
- 20% - - -
-12.5 lakh 0
Rs.12.5
- 25% - - -
- 15 lakh >
Above 15 o o
lakh 30% 30% - - -
4% Lower rates for
D ti 25%
ornestic Varies or 22% 7 0or12% Health | certain conditions;
Company 30%
& Edu MAT may apply
. 4% Higher rate for
F 40%
COOr:‘elg: Varies Soo/or N/A 2% or 5% Health royalties and
pany ° & Edu technical service
. 4%

Partnershi Health = Surcharge applies
p/ Flat Rate 30% N/A 12% 8 Edu for income over
LLP Rs.1Crore

4% Different slabs for

Cooperativ Varies 10-30% 299, 7 or 19% Health norm.al rates:

e & Edu special rates

certain conditions
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*NRIs can avail the benefit of TDS as per the rate given in the tax treaty instead of the flat
rate, provided they furnish a Tax Residency Certificate.

Please note that TDS rates are subject to change, and it's essential to consult a tax
expert or refer to the latest guidelines from the Income Tax Department for precise
information.

The tax rates for mutual funds are determined based on whether the fund is equity-
oriented or not, and the duration for which the investment is held. Equity mutual funds
held for more than a year are subject to a Long Term Capital Gains (LTCG) tax of 10% on
gains exceeding 21 lakh, while gains from equity funds held for less than a year are taxed
at 15% as Short Term Capital Gains (STCG). Non-equity mutual funds are taxed at the
investor's income tax slab rate if held for less than three years, and at 20% with
indexation if held for more than three years. The taxation of dividends from mutual funds
has also changed, with dividend income being taxable at the investor's income tax slab
rate, and subject to TDS if exceeding 5,000.

For real estate, the holding period for classification as long-term has been reduced to
two years, with LTCG being taxed at 20% with indexation. Additionally, there is a TDS
requirement of 1% on the transfer of immovable property exceeding 250 lakh.

For NRIs, the TDS rates on capital gains from mutual funds can vary and are subject to
the provisions of the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) between India and
the resident country of the NRI.

Tax Rate (Resident Tax Rate TDS (Tax Deducted
Investment Type Holding Period Indians) {NRIs) at Source)
Equity Mutual Short-term (<1 15% 15% 15%
Funds year)
Long-term (>1 10% on gains 10% 10%
year) exceeding ¥1 Lakh
Non-Equity Mutual ~ Short-term (<3 As per income tax As per tax As per tax treaty*
Funds years) slab rates treaty™
Long-term (>3 20% withindexation  20% with 20% with indexation
years) indexation
Specified Mutual Any period As per income tax As pertax As per tax treaty*
Funds slab rates treaty*
Real Estate Short-term (<2 As per income tax 30% 1% on transfer (194-
(Property) years) slab rates 14)
Long-term (>2 20% with indexation 20% with 20% with indexation
years) indexation (195)
Fixed Income As per As per income tax As pertax As per specific
Investments instrument slab rates treaty™ section
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Deductions :

Section

80C

80CCD(1B)

80EEB

80G

80GG

80TTA

Deduction For

Investments like ELSS,
PPF, EPF, ULIP

Additional investment in
NPS

Medical insurance
premium

Interest on electric
vehicle loans

Donations to specified
funds/institutions

House rent paid

Interest income from
savings accounts

Maximum Deduction Limit

Up to 1.5 lakh

Up to 50,000

- Up to 25,000 for individuals
below 60 years - Up to 350,000 for
senior citizens

Upto 1.5 lakh

Varies (50% or 100% of donation
amount, subject to qualifying
limits)

Lesser of: - ¥5,000 per month - 25%
of total income - Rent paid minus
10% of total income

Up to 10,000

CAWA

Applicable To

Individuals and HUF

Individuals

Individuals and HUF

Individuals

All assessees
(Individuals, HUF,
Companies, etc.)

Individuals not
receiving HRA

Individuals and HUF
(except senior citizens)
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Section
80D

aapn

a0pDe

80E

35AD

Deduction for

Medical Insurance
Premiums

Medical treatment for
disabled dependents

Medical treatment for
specified diseases

Interest on loan for
higher education

Specified business
including hospitals on
capital expenditure
Incurred

Maximum Deduction Limit

= 325,000 for individuals and family
(below 60 years) - ¥S0,000 for senior
citizens (above 60 years) - An additional
25,000 for insurance of parents
(50000 if parents are senior citizens)

- 75,000 for $0%-80% disability -
71,25,000 for severa disabllity (above
80%)

= 240000 for individuals (below 60 years)
= 21,00,000 for senior citizens (60 years
and above)

Mo upper limit

100% deduction of capital expenditure
(other than land, goodwill, and financial
instrument)

CAWA

Additional Notes

Preventive health
check-ups up to ¥5,000
within the existing limit

Disability néeds to be
certified by medical
authority

Requires certification
from a speclalist as per
the specified format

Deduction available for
8 years starting from
the year of starting
repayment

Only avallable to
specified businesses,
not all medical
professionals
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